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aul Simon was there to sing

one of the emblematic songs

of his generation, “Mrs
Robinson,” Peter Yarrow of Peter,
Paul and Mary (who sang “If  Had
a Hammer” just before Martin
Luther King Jr gave his “I Have a
Dream” speech at the landmark
1963 civil rights march on Wash-
ington) sang, too.

The memorial service for David
Halberstam, author of “The Best
and the Brightest” and many other
books, took place last week in the
cavernous Riverside Church, and it
was an elegant farewell to one of
the most famous journalists of our
time, and it was something else as
well. Halberstam died in April in a
traffic collision in California, where
he was, characteristically, doing
research for anew book.

The something else of the River-
side Church memorial had to do
with the sense it gave of a genera-
tion slowly ambling off one of the
more prominent stages of recent
history, a stage where a good deal
of the collective consciousness was
forged. In recent months, the novel-
ists Kurt Vonnegut and William
Styron have died; so have the histo-
rian Arthur Schlesinger and RW
Apple Jr, a mainstay of political

Global Witness
Used Faulty
Methodology

n June 1, Global Witness

published a report titled

Cambodia’s Family Trees

that is questionable in its validity
and reliability.

First, the methodology used in

the study is questionable. One

needs to ask, how
Letter

did Global Wit-

ness conduct its
M investigations.
The report failed to discuss its meth-
odology extensively. When the
methodology is not clear, it is hard
to conclude that the results of the
study are valid.

Another shortcoming of the
report is that it contains a significant
amount of unclear and, as a result,
weak references. The report also
included and discussed individuals
who (if they were asked) might not
be happy, willing, or comfortable to
participate in the study.

Vichet Sum,
Southern Illinois University
Carbondale, US

OPINION
Halberstam’s Memorial Brings Vietmam, Iraq Generations Closer

analysis for The New York Times
for as long as most people can
remember.

Newspapers have a stock of what
editors call advance obituaries, so
they will have articles ready if an
actuarially probable demise of some
prominent person occurs close to
deadline. Halberstam's memorial
was in its way a chance for mem-
bers of a spedial generation to read
aloud its own advance obit.

“It was like a wake for the con-
scousness of the Vietmam period,”
said Jonathan Segal, a senior editor
at the publisher Alfred Knopf, who
edited the books of some of the
members of the exclusive Halber-
stam club. “Young people today
may be concermned about Iraq and
worried about the Middle East, but
for them Vietnam and all that came
with it are ancient history.”

Kati Marton said, “There was a
poignancy in all those gray heads
and stooped backs.” The journalist
and writer—who was at the memo-

gettable, disheartening and also illu-
minating spectacle of the US failing
in war for the first time in its history
have remained friends. There were
only a couple dozen of them in that
time in the early 1960s before the
US war in Vietham became their
story of the century.

They discovered a historic truth,
which the US military and govern-
ment chose willfully to reject—
namely that the other side was win-
ning the war because the South
Vietnamese government was cor-
rupt and incompetent.

And so was born the adversarial
relationship between the press and
the government that endures: the
suspicion that generals and secre-
taries of defense might actually
have little idea of what they are
doing.

No doubt that is why so many
braved heavy afternoon showers to
be at the Halberstam memorial ser-
vice. He was a great reporter, a de-
vourer of worlds. But he was most-

rial with her husband, Richard ly celebrated at Riverside Church
Holbrooke, a possible candidate for ~ because he brought so powerful a
secretary of state if the next pres-  moral urgency to his writing.
dent is a Democrat—met Halber- “I don't think David was so much
stam in Vietnam in the early 1960s,  a symbol of the generation as he
when one was a young journalist ~ was an unusual person in our gen-
and the other a fledgling diplomat. eration,” said Leslie Gelb, a former
Over the years, many of that  diplomat and journalist who also
small band who shared the unfor-  first knew Halberstam in Vietnam
The CAMBODIA DAILY

Hectth Burslem
Yun Samean, Pin Sisovann,
Confiluting Ediiors;

searcher; Chev Bunny,
Kim Thy, Llim

Bemard Krisher, Publisher
Kevin Doyle, Edlitor-in-Chief
William Shaw, Managing Editor
Ethan Plaut, Assistant Managing Editor

Nl _—luﬁgbun Bggs, Edlior Emerius
e Kindke, iy ok, Johy Mooy, Kich Movar At mﬁ?@w@&%wg,
ing Soenthrith, Joe Tarr, James Wekh, Associale Fditors; Michelle
Vachon, Feature Wi hn;sdkacr';‘kﬁ?‘nm, e

Chanmyda, , Van Roeun, ; , Re-
Meanith, Moul Kim Hoeun, So:!nSu'Ln, D;m
Satharith, Tho Naroath, Typists

Thomes Beler,
, Transktors;

C
Advertisi

Collection Director; Sing Sereyrith,
Im SopE;heop, Design Mrgh
m

Som 2

Sm%unSedq, General Manager

Davy, Business Manager
Chan Vincent, Art Director; Thol Sokun, Advertising Director; Sarun Phathsoda, Deputy
Director; Be Sahor, Cireulation Manager,

nager; Cheam Sokun, General Affairs Director: Chhun Sinath,
Subscription Manager; Srey Chamroeun,
houn Chanthol,
, Office Siaff: Garry Royce, Audifor;
ief Technical Director; Scott
echnical Advisers; Nuon So Thero, Assistant fo the Publisher

- Meas Thy, Assistant Circulation

n Sam| , Accounting Assistants;
n Macleod, Designer;
Wik

Harlow, Matthew Rosin, Jason

The Cumbodmig %IIY is an i

journdlists. Published six fimes a week in Phnom Penh.

press.
A n;gm air mail edition js available at $250 a year.
The followi nizafions provide their news free of charge:
The Washington Posr-n?os Times Service, Deufsche Presse- "
WMwYorkﬁnm,NYﬂn\esDiged,Kmf:ews Dow Jones News Servi
and McClatchy-Tribune Information Services and Editors Press Service.

For domestic subscripfion, send $12/month or $120/year fo:
The Cambodia Daily, 129 Street 228, Phnom Penh, Cambodia

Tel: 855-23-426-602/490; Fax: 855-23-426-573

Advertising & Subscriptions Tel: 855-23-426-490;

Business Fax 855-23-219-139; E-mail—News: editor@cambod
Ads and subscriptions: advertising@cambodiadaily. com;

isher: bernie@media.mit.edu
ight 2007 by The Cambodia Daily. All rights reserved.
Nopunofhismﬁwwbeby . inprin!uilachang:dly,bmudoud.rewrﬂbnor
redistributed without writlen permission from the blisher of The Cambodia Daily.

Printed by Entry Meas Prinfing House. Licensed in 1993 by the Minisiry of Information.

dedicated fo strengthening a free

iadaily.com;

in the early 1960s. “Namely, he was
awarrior.

“He was a guy who saw right and
wrong and had rather strong feel
ings about it,” Gelb continued, “and
once he determined who was right
and who was wrong and who was
good and who was bad, he picked
up the sword.”

The best anecdote of the day in
this sense came from Neil Shee-
han, a member of the early Viet-
nam War band of brothers who
spoke at the memorial

In Sheehan’s account, Halber-
stam called the US commanding
general at home to complain about
a lack of access to the action, and
the next day was publicly repri-
manded by a brigadier general for
having done so.

Halberstam became visibly ang-
1y, Sheehan recalled, and he de-
clared in a loud voice; “We will dis-
turb the commanding general at
home any time we have to do so in
order to get our job done. The Amer-
ican public has a right to know
what's going on here.”

Shieehan paused a minute for
dramatic effect and then delivered
Halberstam's last line, full of the
audacious, cocksure idealism of a
28year-old who happened to be
right. “Ts that clear?” Halberstam
said.

Sheehan himself subsequently
wrote one of the best of the Viet-
nam books, “A Bright Shining Lie,”
which tells the story of John Paul
Vann, a brilliant US officer who did
see how the war was going wrong
and strived, unsuccessfully, to in-
form his superiors.

It is a book that has the powey of
a Greek tragedy in its depiction of
politicians and generals stubbornly
persisting in a policy that others
knowis doomed.

And, of course, the fact that
Halberstam died as the country’s
leaders seem to be doing that in
Iraq was not lost on the mourners,
Another speaker at the memorial
was Dexter Filkins, who spent four
years covering the Iraq war for The
New York Times. As he took the
podium it was almost as if one gen-
eration had passed the baton to
another.

The reporters in Iraq think about
Halberstam in Vietnam, Filkins
saicl.

“When the official version didn't
match what we were seeing on the
streets of Baghdad, all we had to
do—and we did it a lot—was ask
ourselves, What would Halberstam
have done? And then the way was



